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ciple of Frederick's policy, and Joseph was always seek-
ing occasions for aggrandisement. A favourable oppor-
tunity was afforded by the extinction of the
-,  v.	•         r       *i      •	r The Bava-
electoral Bavarian family in consequence of rianSucces-
the death of the Elector Maximilian Joseph, sion-
without issue, on December 30, 1777. His kinsman,
the Elector Palatine, who represented the elder branch
of the House of Wittelsbach, was generally recognised as
the rightful successor; but his pretensions were disputed
on certain points by Saxony, Mecklenburg, and several
minor states. Austria also came forward with claims to
a large portion of the inheritance, and lost no time in
occupying the districts she proposed to annex. The
Austrian claims rested on no very substantial foundation,
but they were fortified by an agreement with the Elector
Palatine, a man of advanced age, without legitimate issue
or expectation of it, who shamefully sacrificed the in-
terests of his presumptive heir, the Duke of Zweibrucken,
and consented, in return for certain private advantages,
to cede more than half Bavaria to Austria.
The great increase of power which would thus have
accrued to Austria   was   hardly   more   distasteful   to
Frederick than the high-handed conduct of the Emperor
in attempting to dismember an electorate without the
consent of the Empire, and with a promptitude equal to
Joseph's he came forward as the champion of Fre{jerick
Zweibrucken and the other claimants, and as opposes the
the protector of the Constitution of the Empire Austria by
threatened by   the Emperor.    After several arms' I778-
months of negotiation, protracted by his reluctance to go
to war, Frederick   crossed  the Giant  Mountains and
entered Bohemia at the head of  100,000 men,  while
Prince Henry, with a force of equal strength, including a
Saxon contingent, invaded the country by the line of the
Elbe.

